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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DEC 7*\ N

Mon 7 7.30 pm Kirk Session in the Church ‘\

Wed 9 7.00pm Big Mendsd Chri stam Dinner:

Sat 12 2-4pm Kidsd Club Party

Sun 13 12 noon Communion

Wed 16 Snowball sé Christm/as ight Out

Sun 20 11.00am Worship Together

Mon 21 3.00 pm Carol Singing at Goldielea Nursing Home

JAN 2010

Tues 5 7.30 pm The Guil d: iJustdokngGaimf t he Pead

Wed 13 771 9pm Health Board Consultation

Fri 15 7.30 pm Benefit Concert In Aid Of The Edinburgh
Sick Childrenods' Hospital i n th
Church

Sun 17 12 noon Communion

Mon 18 7.30 pm Deacons6 Court in the Church

Tues 19 7.30 pm The Guil d: AWi Il dlife in Dumfri.é
Tom Henry

FEB

Mon 1 7.30pm Kirk Session in the Church

Tues 2 7.30pm The Guil d: TifCPpeernu ONi ght
June Marchbank

Tues 16 7.30 pm The Guil d: #FlamMcClymphdi st or y o

Fri 26 7.00 pm Burnsd Supper in the Hall

SUNDAY WORSHIP 11.00 am
PRAYER TIME 7.30 pm Thursdays
BIBLE STUDY 10.30 am Thursdays (fortnightly)

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 7.00 pm in the Church Lounge




St. Georgeds

December 2009

Dear Friends,

Christmas is here again! It comes around incredibly quickly and
seems to come around more quickly as each year passes.
Children all over the land are beginning to get excited already

and as the big day draws nearer

the colloquialism goes. But what about the adults - do we still get
excited about Christmas? Do we look forward to it with great
expectation or with dread? Are we like the children, keen to get
our presents? Or are we thinking about the in-laws, the
arguments, the cost?

Christmas is a time of mixed blessing for human beings. The
media, and the church, often promote this idealistic picture of
family gathered around the Christmas tree, or open log fire, all
happily exchanging presents and festive pleasantries, then
gathering around the dining table to have a sumptuous turkey
and Christmas pudding dinner, before settling down to watch the
Queends speech together. I s
Maybe, but itdos not l i ke that
be difficult in many homes for many reasons.

However it is in your home this year, however happy or difficult,
there is one thing we can all remember. God gave us the
amazing gift of his Son, Jesus. God gave us the incredible gift
of the Saviour of the world. God sent Jesus that we all might be
saved; he gave us the key to great peace and joy even when
things are tough, Afor 1n al/l
with those who love him; those who are called according to his

t hat

purposeo [Rom 8:28]. Whatever

may God grant you his peace.

God Bless,
DONALD
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER

BAPTISMS
fLet the children come to me and do not stop them, because the Kingdom
of Heaven belongs to such as thesebo. Mat t

Oct 4 Spencer John Crilly, son of Laura and Stephen

WEDDINGS
AfLove never gives up; and its faith, hope
1 Corinthians 13 v.7
Oct 31 Mari an Prentice and Richard Pater
DEATHS
Jesus said, i am the resurrection an
in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and
believes in me wil/| never die. o John

Nov 18 Miss Chrissie Murray,

;
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Thurs 24 7pm St Georgeds: Joi gt Candl
Car ol Service Wkth St M
Greyfriars
11.15 pm i Gr8yfriardvidointy 0 s
Watch-night Service with St *
Georgeos
Fri25 11.00 am Christmas Day Morning Service
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AYea though I wal k through the

all ey

fear no evi |, for Thou art with rne. o

Our son, Mike, died on the evening of Thursday, 12th November. He
was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease in January, 2005. For
Mi ke and us, his family, AThe val
reality rather than poetic imagery. From the beginning we all knew
there was no cure. So, now, we

our St. Georgeds friends who have

with us through the valley and sent us treasured letters and cards of
condolence. Each and every thought and prayer has sustained us
through these sad and difficult years.

Stuart, Dorothy and Ro
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Christian Education and Growth

We hope to run an Alpha course in the New Year. At Alpha you can sit
back and enjoy listening to someone explaining the Christian faith. You

can al so, i f you wi sh, ask questions

discuss with others in a friendly, non-threatening atmosphere. Alpha is
very popular: available in 153 countries, in 61 languages, with over 7000

courses running in the UK. Ask around

people who have attended an Alpha course. 1,
-3

We also hope to have a lunchtime group available in the

New Year: an opportunity for people to have lunch TM

together and to take time to reflect on life and faith. & . \;z

Our Monday evening and Thursday morning groups will continue and are
always happy to have others join them.

If you enjoy using the Advent Reflection leaflets, you might like to
continue to use other materials designed to help us to take time out with
God regularly. Look out for samples and an invitation to order some at
the Information Desk.

Grace McBain
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SENEGAL CHARITY PROJECT
touches a lot of hearts.

Joanne Glover, Marion & Johnés daughter,

(KMS), a remote village in Senegal, West Africa for 3 months. Her 3™
volunteering visit there, and travelling independently, she has found this
time that the local economy has withered to a standstill, and that people
are struggling to find the means to buy food and most distressingly,
healthcare, when needed. People often contract malaria and what could
have been treated quickly becomes serious through delay or inability to
afford treatment.

Tragically everyone has become so
could raise money for daily food was to sell ice and chilled water as they
were lucky enough to own a rare fridge within the village. There was
therefore little demand for any goods that could be made when it was such
a struggle to find daily food needs.

Jods aim was to try to establish -
sufficiency. She knew that there was a tendency to become stuck with
cash flow difficulties. Even when able to use native skills, people bought
raw materials with loans which they then had to pay back, plus penalising
interest, with the result that there was no surplus to finance the next
purchase of materials. And so they had to borrow and the cycle
persistedéceé.

Working together as a co-operative, several women have formed a group,
making cotton bags with the range of fabulous African wax cottons
available to them. Jo sent some home as samples and at end of
November, 140 bags have already been ordered for £5 each. Though they
normally sew seated on the floor, Jo bought the ladies a hand sewing
machine, and a London friend financed a second one (to speed up the
assembly line). Material for the next batch was able to be bought with the
first proceeds (in 40 different patterns). A new venture 7 aprons - are also
now being made by popular demand back here. Jo is exploring various
ways of making this work sustainable. St Georgebds fo

their hearts and many have taken the opportunity to buy unique, colourful,
practical, eco-friendly Christmas presents, knowing they are definitely
helping a poverty-stricken economy. Most of all, they are offering many
families dignity and self esteem as they experience their work turning into
financial rewards. Jo will fetch the balance of orders when she returns
home on 12" December.

(cont.)

S

poor t ha

ome

ks

SOor

have



Joanne said in a rare phone call the other evening that she will never
forget the womends joy when she paid them
the first proceeds.

Other ventures Jo has instigated are chicken rearing, completing an
abandoned house-build to be used for visiting foreigners or tradesmen as
a fipaying housedo and a fAipetitd ecoled pro
to do crafts and have fun. The regular teaching is sporadic and not always

sustained, so this activity has several benefits 1 encouraging
concentration and creativity. She has many tales to tell. She is the only
AiToubabod (white person) in KMS and has b

several offers of marriage, but with pleas for her Germolene to help a
sprained ankle, a headache or a cut! People stop to ask her advice, for a
hug, to tell her about their children or their needs. She has an African

name fAMariamaodo and now has her hai brai de

-

It is going to be difficult for Jo to leave these wonderful people who have
taken her to their hearts when the time comes on 10™ December. There
will be lasting benefits though and she offers sincere thanks to all the
members of the congregation who have either ordered bags, helped
financially or who have prayed for the proc
a good few jazzy bags around Dumfries when she is home this Christmas!

Jerejef, Jerejef! (thank you, thank you!)

Marion Glover

SHOE BOX APPEAL

A very big Athank youo to everyone who to
boxes were sent of f from St Georgeds alo
should reach their destinations in good time for Christmas bringing joy to

many needy children.

We have just heard from the charity that our boxes are to be delivered to
Romania this year and that in total 4529 boxes were collected in Dumfries
and Galloway.

Thank you for all your efforts.
Juliet Robertson




HEAVENOGS GROCERY STORE

I was wal king down |ifeds highway a | ong
One day, I saw a sign that read fAHeaveno©®:
As | got a little closer, the door came open wide,

And when | came to myself, | was standing inside.

| saw a host of ANGELS. They were standing everywhere.

One handed me a basket and said, AMy chi |
Everything a Christian needed was in the Grocery Store,

And that which you couldndét carry, you ¢ci
for more.

First, | got some PATIENCE, LOVE was in the same row,

Further down was UNDERSTANDING, you need that everywhere you

go.

| got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH.

I couldnét miss the HOLY GHOST for it wa:

| stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me run this

race.

By then my basket was getting full, but | remembered some GRACE.

I didnét forget SALVATI ON for SALVATI ON |
So | tried to get enough of that to save both you and me.

Then | started up to the counter to pay my grocery bill,

For | thought | had everything to do my |
As | went up the aisle | saw PRAYER and | just had to put that in,

For | knew that when | stepped outside, | would run right into sin.

PEACE and JOY were plentiful; they were on the last shelf.
SONGS and PRAISES were hanging near, so | just helped myself.

Then | said to the Angel, ANow, how much
He just smiled and said, AJust take them
Agai n, | said, AHow much do | really owe"

He smiled again and said:
AMY CHI LD, JESUS PAI D YOUR Bl LL A LONG, |

Hazel Wilson has given us this article. It was read out on board ship during her
summer holidays @V\ ¢
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” CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL SERVICE v

g As you will see from the calendar on page 2 there will be a Carol g

Service held at 7pm on 24 Dec. This is a lovely opportunity for

everyone to get together in our candlelit church to focus their Yo
“*thoughts on the Christmas Storyiand Chri s
Y¢ the service hot mince pies, shortbread, tea and coffee will be served ¥¢
vin the hall. Thanks to everyonegods gener ¢
v¢ left over from last year to buy the supplies but we do require helpers ¢
¥¢ at the event.

i HELPERS NEEDED please

¥¢ If you could assist with the preparations, serving, washing up or the ¥+

% %

¥+ clearing please sign the list at the information desk. e
i Many thanks i
i Juliet Robertson **
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The Work of Christmas

When the song of angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their
flock,
the work of Christmas begins;

to find the lost,

to heal the broken

to feed the hungry

to release the prisoner,

to rebuild the nations,

to bring peace among the brothers,

to make music in the heart.

Howard Thurman



What 6s your reason for not goin

Before you answer, read ¢&.

Ten Reasons Why | Never Wash!

1. 1 was forced to wash as a child.
2. People who wash are all hypocrites; they think they are
cleaner than everyone else.
3. There are so many different
decide which one is best for me.
4. | used to wash, but | got bored and stopped doing it.
5. I only wash on special occasions like Christmas and
Easter.
6. None of my friends wash.
7. |l 61l start washing when | get
8. 1 dondét have time to wash.
9. The bathroom is never warm enough in winter or cool
enough in summer.
10. The people who make soap are only after your money!
SOUND FAMILIAR?
;,.?"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"Iffff.-".-\".-".f.a".-".-\".-\"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"Ifffff.-\".-".-\".-\".-".-\".-\"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"..I"fifffffffffffffffffffff,ﬁ
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7 AN CAROL SINGING AN 2
. ﬁ
] ]
gA carol service has been arranged for the staff and residents ofg
g Goldielea Nursing Home Monday 21 Dec 3pm. ?
% Would you be free to come along and sing a selection of well known and #
F'f,."iloved carols? If so, please add your name to the list on the information ?
";,E desk. ?
";:' Refreshments are served to everyone after the service. 2
?:rfffffffffffffI'.’J'////J'//JrfffffffffffffI'.’J'////J'//Jrfffffffffffff/]/f/f/[/[ffffffffffj
KIDS CLUB PARTIES
This yearo6s Christmas parties -4pmlnl

the hall. Letters have gone out to parents. It is hoped that Santa will be
there!
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FLOWER ROTA

Church 2009/10 War Memorial
Mr.Mrs. S. McDowell Dec13 -

Mrs. G. Scade Dec20 -

Mrs. C. Ferguson Dec27 -

Mr. H. Gibson Jan 03 Mrs. L. Forrest

Mr. Mrs. A. Brodie Jan 10 Mr.Mrs.W.Sturgeon
Mr.Mrs. J. Glover Jan 17 Mr.Mrs. . Jess
Mrs. D. Bentley Jan 24 Mr. H. Gibson
Mr.Mrs. J. Robertson Jan 31 Mrs. M. Graham
Mrs. A. Varrie Feb 07 Mr.Mrs. T. Knowles

ST. GEORGEG6S SOCI AL GROUP

Our ever popular Friendship Lunch will be held in the hall immediately
after the service on Sunday 20 December. Come along and enjoy tasty
homemade soup followed by gateau and rounded off with tea/coffee and
shortbread. There will also be background Christmas music while you
enjoy your lunch. Tickets are on sale from the Welcome Desk £5 for adults
and £2.50 for children. See page 17 for a forthcoming event.

LIFE

Life is like a candle,

As soon as it is lit,

From darkness there comes light.

Warm, clear it starts to glow, 1
But if neglected, early out it could easily blow. ‘l
Short or long, even if you are careful, , j
Sadly, one day it will finish and go.

We believe there is a new life that shines even more —
Where love from every heart will flow.

Unlike that candle that is vulnerable and flickers and dies,

This |ife is eternal and out it wondt go.
Brighter for ever in peace it will continue to glow.

Pierluigi Angelini

11



St Georgeos|| Chi
Social Group

FRIENDSHIP LUNCH

Sunday December 20
after the church service

T

Soup and Gateau

Tea Coffee and Shortbread
Live Background Music

T

Tickets on Sale from the
Welcome Desk
Adults £5 Children £2.50

12



A POINT OF VIEW

In response to an article in the February edition of Focus where the
minister referred to the row over
by the Disasters Emergency Committee for the people of Gaza and asked
if we should remain impartial or help where we can, a member of our
congregation, Jo Izzett has submitted the following article:

The following statement was delivered by retired British Army Colonel
Richard Kemp to the UN Human Rights Council 12th Special Session, 16
October 2009 debate on the Goldstone Report. You can watch the speech
here http://www.youtube.comfwatch?v=NXGvyT8RzMo

Thank you, Mr. President. | am the former commander of the British forces
in Afghanistan. | served with NATO and the United Nations; commanded
troops in Northern Ireland, Bosnia and Macedonia; and participated in the
Gulf War. | spent considerable time in Iraq since the 2003 invasion, and
wor ked on international terroris
Intelligence Committee.

Mr. President, based on my knowledge and experience, | can say this:
During Operation Cast Lead, the Israeli Defence Forces did more to
safeguard the rights of civilians in a combat zone than any other army in
the history of warfare. Israel did so while facing an enemy that deliberately
positioned its military capability behind the human shield of the civilian
population.

Hamas, like Hizballah, are expert at driving the media agenda. Both will
always have people ready to give interviews condemning Israeli forces for
war crimes. They are adept at staging and distorting incidents. The IDF
faces a challenge that we British do not have to face to the same extent. It
is the automatic, Pavlovian presumption by many in the international
media, and international human rights groups, that the IDF are in the
wrong, that they are abusing human rights.

The truth is that the IDF took extraordinary measures to give Gaza civilians
notice of targeted areas, dropping over 2 million leaflets, and making over
100,000 phone calls. Many missions that could have taken out Hamas
military capability were aborted to prevent civilian casualties. During the
conflict, the IDF allowed huge amounts of humanitarian aid into Gaza. To

t

he

BBC¢

or t

del i ver aid virtually into your enemyods |

normally quite unthinkable, but the IDF took on those risks.

Despite all of this, of course innocent civilians were killed. War is chaos
and full of mistakes. There have been mistakes by the British, American
and other forces in Afghanistan and in Irag, many of which can be put
down to human error, but mistakes are not war crimes. (cont.)
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More than anything, the civilian
way of fighting. Hamas deliberately tried to sacrifice their own civilians.

Mr. President, Israel had no choice apart from defending its people, to stop
Hamas from attacking them with rockets.

And | say this again: the IDF did more to safeguard the rights of civilians in
a combat zone than any other army in the history of warfare.
Thank you, Mr. President.

(Let us pray for all those involved in the Middle East peace process that
there can be a just outcome to this complex situation. Editor)

THE GUILD

The Guild would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We begin the second half of our session on 05 January 2010 (7.30pm,
Church Hall)
Our speakers for the next 4 months are as follows:

John Gair Justice of the Peace 05 January
Tom Henry Wildlife in Dumfries & Galloway 19 January
June Marchbank Peru (OPEN NIGHT) 02 February
lan McClumpha  Family History 16 February
Kate Thompson  Police Superintendent 02 March
Graeme Barrie Tai Chi 16 March
AGM 06 April

New members and visitors are always made most welcome.

o o A

CONGREGATIONAL COFFEE MORNING AND
BOX OPENING 0 THANKS

As a result of the Coffee Morning in October a total of £779.00 was raised.
Many thanks to all those who supported this event, to all the helpers and
all who donated baking.

Anne Hope

To date the Congregational Boxes have raised £1700. This money goes to
Church Funds.

14
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REFLECTIONS AND PRAYERS FOR ADVENT

iRejoice with those who rejoice and weep w

This next month will be difficult for many - - -

The hurt caused by the absence of a loved one can cloud the gatherings
of family and friends and even dim the desire to celebrate the birth of
Jesus.

iSome of wus walk into Advent
tethered to our unresolved yesterdays
the pain still stabbing
the hurt still throbbing.
l't6s not that we donod6t know bette
itds just that we candét stand up
anymore by ourselves.

On the way to Bethlehem,

Will you give us a hand?0o0

Only God can heal the wounds of the heart but we can come alongside
grieving friends and family.

We can come with understanding of their sorrow and give then space to
grieve

We can mention a loved one by name and let them share a fond memory

We can be quiet-andlisten-and pray for Godds help
Thoughts for advent taken from 00u

Father, we thank you that you loved us so much you sent your Son,

Jesus to be our Saviour and give us hope of Eternal Life.

Please help us to show your love to those in need by our prayers, our
actions and, when we can, by our presence with them.

May the love, peace and joy of Jesus come into our hearts, our homes,
our churches and our communities - and out into our world this Christmas.
Amen

Happy Christmas to you all from the Prayer Group

15



Georgeodos C h So
Burnds Supper
February 26 2010 7pm

MC o Tommy Jardine

Immortal Memory @ Colin Gibson
Toast to the Lassies 0 Bill Farrell
Reply to the Lassies 0 Lesley Douglas
Toast to the Haggis o Ewan McCall
Music from Angela McCullough

+ Garth Mclllorum on pipes.

i A four course meal of Soup, Haggis, Neeps and
y Tatties, Trifle, Tea/Coffee and Shortbread will be
§ served.

Tickets £15 (Including refreshments)
j Available from the Information Desk from January

16



TEARFUND and CREATED

Thank you to everyone who supported Tearfund in 2009, in your prayers,
financially, or assisting through buying gifts from Tearfund's trading arm
Tearcraft, now renamed 'Created'.

Despite the global recession, our sales, in Nithsdale, have held up
reasonably well, and we expect to have purchased £8,000 of gifts by the
end of December. The recession is truly global, and many people in
Scotland have had to seriously think about their finances. In the countries
where Tearfund work the people have also had to rethink their finances,
but instead of having to give up one foreign holiday, replacing the car, or
keeping the TV another year, the folks in developing countries have had
to give up sending their children to school, stop buying medicine,
vegetables, and any new clothes.

The pound has lost a lot of its value
recently, as many of you will realise when
you went abroad, where your dollar or euro
bought much less than before. For this
reason alone the aid which the UK can buy
in countries such as Malawi is much less
than before, and vital front line support has
had to be cut in some areas. Like everyone
else, Tearfund has felt the effects of the
recession. Tearfund have reduced staff
numbers, frozen salaries and made other
painful cuts yet still face a shortfall.

Rosemary and |, like other unpaid church volunteers, have been busy
trying to promote the work of Tearfund in 2009. We have had 32 speaking
engagements and Created sales this year. The diary is already starting to
fill out for 2010, and we are optimistic that the country will slowly come
out of recession, and all those who bring vital aid to developing countries
will be able to be as effective as before, recovering the ground lost these
past two years.

Lifting people out of poverty is never easy, but by working hard it can be
done, and again we thank those of you who have prayed and given
financially. You have been marvelous. If you would like to help more,
please go to the internet either through our own website (http://www.saint-
georges.org.uk/), or directly at http://www.tearfund.org/ or see Rolf or
Rosemary Buwert
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THE PEACE OF GOD

When war did cease upon the earth

The stars looked out the heavens rang

The small Lord Jesus came to birth

A lilt of peace his mother sang

A lilt of peace Omi d sheen
Goodness i peace, forgiveness of sin, _—

Confession i peace, penitenti clean,

Peace with God and the peace within.

Peace with God and goodwill to men.

The peace of triumph on the tree,

The rising peace that followed then,

The peace of God for you and me.

The peace of God, lake waters by,

The peace of God, mist obder the sea,
The peace of God, ascending high,

The peace of God, unceasingly.

From APoems of the Western H

: Copy date for the next magazine is
Sunday 31 January 2010

THANKS TO OUR
CONTRIBUTORS AND
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
TO ALL OUR READERS FROM
THE FOCUS TEAM
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