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DATES FOR  YOUR  DIARY  

 
FEB 
Tues 16 7.30pm The Guild: ñFamily Historyò, Ian McClumpha 
Sun 21 12 noon Fairtrade: Traidcraft (food) stall in the  
                                    Clubroom after the service 
Fri 26 7.00pm Burnsô Supper in the Hall 
 
MAR 
Tues   2 7.30pm The Guild, ñPolice Superintendentò,  
   Kate Thomson 
Mon   8 7.45pm Deaconsô Court in the Hall 
Mon 15 7.45pm Annual Business Meeting in the Hall  
Tues 16 7.30pm The Guild, ñTai Chiò, Graeme Barrie 
Sun 21 12 noon Fairtrade: Traidcraft (food) stall in the  
                                      Clubroom after the service 
 
APRIL 
Tues   6 7.30pm The Guild, Annual General Meeting 
   

 
  
  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP    11.00  am   

PRAYER TIME   7.30  pm   Thursdays  

             BIBLE STUDY              10.30 am   Thursdays (fortnightly)  

             YOUTH FELLOWSHIP   7.00 pm   in the Church Lounge  

 

 

 

 

HAITI APPEAL  
 

The total amount given by the congregation to 

the  appeal for the people of Haiti was £1,684 
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                                                                                       St. Georgeôs Manse 

                               February 2010 

Dear Friends, 

How could we be other than moved by the plight of the people of Haiti in the 

aftermath of the catastrophic earthquake that struck Haiti on Tuesday 12th 

January? The earthquake was magnitude 7.0 on the Richter Scale and its epicentre 

was near the town of Léogâne, approximately 16 miles west of Port-au-Prince, 

Haiti's capital.  By the end of January, at least 52 aftershocks measuring 4.5 or 

greater had been recorded and an estimated three million people were affected by 

the destruction of buildings and infrastructure.  Haitian President Rene Preval told 

the world, at the end of January, that "nearly 170,000" bodies had been counted 

not to mention the thousands injured and tens of thousands being made homeless, 

with no food and no clean water.  How could we be other than moved? 

The response by the world has been incredible with aid agencies and governments 

mobilising resources and millions of people around the world raising money to 

help the people of Haiti.  In St Georgeôs we have taken the latter approach; unable 

to head out there ourselves with a meaningful contribution we have raised money 

to help the people of Haiti.  Our intention was that this money would go to the 

people of Haiti through Tearfund, an organisation we are familiar with but after 

collecting the money over two Sundays an error was made and the money was 

sent via Unicef by mistake.  The good thing about this mistake is that, in the end, 

the people of Haiti will still benefit from our donations as both Tearfund and 

Unicef are partner members of the Disasters Emergency Committee.  This is a 

great example of groups working together towards a common purpose, for no 

matter which of the partner members you support, that support will reach the 

people who need it most.  

So a huge thank you to all who contributed either through the Church collection 

or directly to the Haiti Appeal and itôs good to remember that in helping others, 

whom we donôt even know, we are serving God himself. 

"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 

you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger 

and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or 

in prison and go to visit you?' "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' [Matthew 

25:37-40] 

 

God Bless, 

Donald  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disaster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moment_magnitude_scale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epicenter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A9og%C3%A2ne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port-au-Prince
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haiti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aftershock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Haiti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rene_Preval
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER  

 

BAPTISMS 

ñLet the children come to me and do not stop them, because the Kingdom 
of Heaven belongs to such as theseò. Matt 19 v.14 

  Dec 13       Kalvin Jay Wilson Crook, son of Louise and Derek, 

                 
DEATHS 

ñHe has ended the power of death and through the gospel has revealed 
immortal life.ò  2 Timothy 1:10 
  
  Dec 14 Mrs. Mary Kirkpatrick 
  Jan  11 Mrs. Helen Edwards  
        12 Mr. Stuart Cowan  
        17 Mr. Francis Brown 
        24 Mrs. Irene Mehta  

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND GROWTH  

Are you interested in having Daily Bible Reading Notes or do you already use 

something that you could recommend to others? Many of us find them a great 

help and encouragement in our daily Christian walk. 

There is a box in the foyer, on the library shelf, which will be taken across to the 

hall at coffee time. Please take any of the copies and give them a try or put in 

back copies that you want, to recommend to others. 

Some of the books have information about having current copies delivered to 

your own home and Kings Bookshop have some or will order them for you. 

Please use the clipboard for any suggestions, comments and questions or speak to 

Irene or Grace. 
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PRAYER TIME  

"Before the mountains were brought forth or ever you had formed the earth and 

the world, even from everlasting to everlasting you are God." 

                                                                                        Psalm 90:2 

A few points for Prayer and Thanksgiving from our Thursday evenings:- 
 

* Give thanks and ask for God's blessing on all our church family here in St 

George's from the youngest to the oldest. 

* Bring Donald and all our leaders before God giving 
 thanks for them and asking God to guide and strengthen them. 

* Thank God for the freedom we have to gather together for 
* worship and to read the Bible.  
 

Using the diary and articles from this magazine helps to "Focus" our prayers on 

the things that are happening. 
 

* Pray for those going through difficult times because of illness, 
* bereavement or other problems in their lives.  

* Name them in your heart before God and ask him to draw close to 

 those known to you 

* Pray for our outreach with other Christians and churches into 
 our town. For the work of Dumfries Christian Council as they 

 seek to unite us in our witness and plan ahead for Easter. 
* Remember before God the many congregations without a minister  and 

where the future is uncertain. Give thanks and pray for those  who are filling the 

vacancies that they will all have strength and faith  to continue and that there 

will be a good outcome soon. 
* At this time our hearts are moved to continue to pray for the people    of 

Haiti. Give thanks for all who are giving, or going and helping to  relieve 

their suffering. Please help them to get food, clean water,  shelter and 

medical aid to those in desperate need and give wisdom  to those who will help 

them to rebuild. 

"- - Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having 

our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 

washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 

who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

towards love and good deeds. -                From Hebrews 10:22, 23 & 24 

The Prayer group meets on Thursdays at 7.30pm in the office. Please come and 

join us when you can and if you cannot manage each week why not join us once a 

month when we hope to meet in the lounge. Look out for details in the church 

news on the Sunday Order of Service. 

                                                                                           Irene  
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FAIRTRADE  
There will be Traidcraft food stalls on the following dates, 
Sundays:     21  February 
  21  March 
  25  April 
  30  May 
The stall is set up in the Club Room after the morning service. Come and 
buy! 
 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT  is from 22 February to 7 March. This year the 

theme is the Big Swap, focussing on the tea industry, and encouraging 
more people to swap to Fairtrade tea. Only 10% of tea sold in the UK is 
Fairtrade. Fairtrade is the only system that guarantees tea producers a 
minimum price for their tea and pays a premium for farmers and workers 
to invest in their communities. 

There are three films showing at the Robert Burns Centre as part of the 
TAKE ONE ACTION Film Festival Scottish Tour. For more details read the 
leaflets on the Church vestibule notice board and Tearfund Club Room 
notice board. Posters will also be displayed there to advertise other 
BigBrew events. 
 

CREATED jewellery catalogues are available and can be ordered from 

R&R Buwert. Gifts for birthdays and special events, not just for Christmas. 
We will be having a stall at the Environmental Fair, DG One, on Saturday 
March 6 from 10am ï 3.30pm. 

Created is about enjoying beautiful and useful gifts hand crafted by skilled 
artisans living in some of the world's poorest communities. Every purchase 
from Created means people in need have valuable employment, a fair 
price and a better future. 
Created is part of the work of Tearfund. 
 

TEARFUND GLOBAL POVERTY PRAYER WEEK  takes place from 1 to 7 

March 2010. The theme is ONE VOICE. One Voice is about bringing 
churches around the world together in prayer, connecting with our 
almighty God and each other through prayer and hearing from God as we 
seek justice, mercy and an end to poverty. One Voice is about prayer for 
change and being the change. For further information www.tearfund.org/
onevoice. 

In St.George's there will be a special hour of prayer at the Thursday Night 
Prayer meeting on March 4, 8pm to 9pm. 
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HAITI  

As a result of the earthquake on 12 January many people are suffering 
terribly. Because Tearfund already are working in Haiti, and have 5 
partners there, they were able to give immediate aid, and therefore were 
not held up trying to get aid into the country through the damaged airfield 
and ports. Tearfund immediately released £55,000 to enable immediate 
medical assistance, food, water, sanitation, and shelter for the homeless. 
Tearfund are committed to long term spiritual and material assistance to 
the Haitian people, and over the coming years they will help rebuild the 
country, in such a way as to make the buildings, and infrastructure more 
resilient to future earthquakes and other natural disasters. 

There are weekly updates on Haiti on the Tearfund Web site. 
 http://www.tearfund.org/  

or via our own web site  
http://www.saint-georges.org.uk/ and follow the link. 

 
 

DRUMLANRIG TEARFUND CHALLENGE 2010 , 

Saturday 1
 
May, this will be the fifth year we have held this event, which is 

a road cycling event starting at Drumlanrig Castle. There are three routes, 
103 miles, 82 miles, and 42 miles. Entry is free, but we 
suggest a donation to Tearfund. The riders are timed 
(but it is not a race, just a personal challenge) they are 
fed and watered on the route, with a light lunch at 
the midway point (back at the castle). 

The event is fun, and provides a huge financial 
boost to Tearfund. In order for the event to run 
smoothly, and safely, we need a large number 
of volunteers to help make traybakes, 
sandwiches, control the car park, direct the 
riders, marshal various points on the route, 
help with timing, and first aid. 

If you think you can help in any way, on Saturday 1 May , to support 
the riders, and therefore Tearfund, please contact Rolf or Rosemary 
Buwert. 
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WORLD  MISSION  

While the snow was here the BBC News (other networks are available!) 
had almost convinced us that nothing else in the world mattered, but then 
the earthquake in Haiti happened and we began to remember that there is 
a great big world out there living a completely different life to ours. 

I recently attended the local Church of Scotland World Mission conference 
in Castle Douglas and as usual I was amazed at how much of Godôs work 
is being done by local church members. Reports at the conference ranged 
from the progress of the Church of Scotland HIV project and the ongoing 
work of The Vine Trust, to the local churches updating the conference on 
their own World Mission work through the Church of Scotlandôs Church 
twinning programme. 

We have a wonderful outreach programme here in St. Georgeôs which 
strengthens our church year by year, we also have members who do 
Godôs work under the banner of ñWorld Missionò.  Below is a list of St. 
Georgeôs members who are involved in various projects.  

§ Rolf and Rosemary Buwert are heavily involved with Tearfund and 
the Fairtrade foundation       

§ June Marchbank and Angela Haining visited Peru last October with 
 The Vine Trust. 

§ Alistair Glenn Barr keeps St. Georgeôs connected to MAF. 

§ Graeme Brown is our link to Christian Aid. 

§ Kids Club supports two children through sponsorship. 

§ The Guild this year is supporting The International Justice Mission 
 and CrossReach. 

§ Ian Jess and John Glover recently visited childrenôs orphanages in 
 Romania. 

§ John and Marion Glover supported their daughterôs project in 
 Senegal through the sale of cloth bags at Christmas time. 

§ The Thursday night Prayer Group supports The Church of Scotland 
World Mission through their monthly news letters. 

As you can see a lot is being done but I suspect the list is much longer.  If 
you are involved in World Mission work, if you would like more information 
about any of the above projects, or if indeed you feel challenged by God to 
get involved in 2010 please let me know. 

Please keep supporting these worthwhile causes through your prayers. 

                                                                                            June Marchbank                                                                                
World Mission Coordinator 
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FLOWER ROTA  

Church 2009/10   War Memorial  
 
Mrs. A. Varrie Feb 07 Mr. Mrs. T. Knowles 
Miss C. Paterson       14 Mrs. M. Wallace 
Mr. Mrs. J. Dawson       21 Mrs. A. Cook 
Mrs. C. Ker       28 Mrs. S. Callum 
 
Mr. Mrs. K. Murchie Mar 07        -------- 
Mrs. M. Anderson       14 Mrs. N. Sarahs 
Mrs. T. Carrick       21 Mrs. J. Geddes 
Mrs. N. Blackhurst       28 Miss N. Derby 
 
Dr. B. Balfour Apr. 04 Mrs. Proudfoot 
 
 

 

DIGITAL CAMERA S O S  
 

 
Was Santa good to you and delivered a new digital 
camera down your chimney?  If so maybe you would 
have an older version to pass on to a good home. St 
Georgeõs takes photographs of the new babies who 
are about to be baptised and our current camera is 
rather outdated. So we certainly could give a new 
home to your surplus digital camera. If you feel you 
could help us out then please contact:  
 

Graeme Brown 
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UPDATE ON SENEGAL PROJECT   

Recently safely returned from her 3 month stay in the village of Keur-Momar-

Sarr, Senegal, Jo Glover reported that she found the economy of the village very 

badly eroded. Her aim was to initiate some grassroots projects that would offer 

sustainable income for the villagers. She was pleased that her lodging money 

helped to launch chicken rearing and also paid for the partitioning off of the house 

to enable sleeping space to be leased out to 6 teachers. The village ladiesô chosen 

project of bag and apron making took off, and such has been the support and 

response of Scottish friends, colleagues and relatives that this project is set to 

continue. Already proceeds of £2000 have been injected into the economy with 

multiple ripple benefits. Jo has sent a note of thanks to all within the church who 

so kindly supported this venture (see below). It can also be seen with some photos 

on the Church notice board. 

ñOn behalf of the Groupement Takku Ligeey, Keur-Momar-Sarr, Senegal, I would 

like to thank you sincerely for the wonderful support you have shown for our 

Senegalese wax fabric project. It has given the project a tremendous kick-start, 

more than we could ever have anticipated. Our motto from the start has been 

ñdank an dankò (Wolof for ñlittle by littleò), but the initial response has been quite 

overwhelming. We are all very grateful for the kindness and interest which the 

people of Dumfries have shown towards a wee village in Senegal. There are 

currently 14 members of the group and all the money raised through sale of our 

products (bags, aprons and cushion covers) as well as several kind donations, 

directly benefits the women and their families and in turn, the village. We are very 

excited about the prospect of continuing and developing our project, and will 

never forget the kind hearts of St Georgeôs which helped turn a little idea into 

reality.  

With many thanks and every good wish for 2010.  Jerejef!  

Joanne Glover and the ladies of the Groupement Takku Ligeey.ò  

Email contact via Joanne: groupementkms@yahoo.fr 

 

THE GUILD  

Due to the really cold and icy weather the first meeting of the New Year 
had to be cancelled. At our next meeting we shall be learning more about 
the police and later in March, trying out óTai Chi.ô 

Full details of the meetings held in the church hall are shown in the Diary 
on page 2 of this magazine. Do come along and join us. 
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LIFE  AND  WORK  

The February edition of Life and Work, the editorially independent 
magazine of the Church of Scotland, focuses on Carers.  Around one in 
eight of the population of Scotland are thought to be carers, saving the 
economy £7billion.  Articles cover how the church can support carers, a 
profile of a carer and reports on a project working with young carers and a 
support group for families who care for children of addicts. 

The Moderator writes encouraging readers to sacrifice their time in service 
to mark Lent and the Rev Martin Allen starts a series guiding readers 
through the period of Lent to Pentecost. 

There are many other topics covered, book reviews, a letters page and 
crossword so plenty of interest within the pages. 

Rodney Sloan  has recently taken over as co-ordinator of Life and Work.  If 
you do not have a subscription to the magazine and would like to see a 
copy please contact him. 

A TRIBUTE TO ROBERT BURNS  

So many years ago beside the river Doon, 
There lay the bonny Scottish village of Alloway,  
Where love blossomed and friendships grew, a special place to know.  
There a happy event occurred, a baby boy was born, his name was Robert 
Burns. 
In later years his undertakings proved him to be a genius in the making, 
And his fine talents slowly began to show. 
With wisdom, passion and a pen firmly held in his hand, 
He created so many poems true to life describing love,  
nature and the beauty of the land. 
He is remembered not just for his humour and charm, 
But also his feelings for his fellow man. 
He made it very clear that to speak his mind he had no fear. 
He left a legacy of poetry of grandeur the like of which we will never see a 
repeat. 
Not just for us here but also around the world it is a rare treat. 
Today we begin to understand and learn how great was that man. 
He has been proved right, a legend to ignore nobody can afford. 
It shows without doubt that the pen is mightier than the sword. 
His memory will never fade away, it will go on and on. 
For Scotland there will always be Robert Burns. 

                                                                   Pierluigi Angelini    
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The following article has been received from 121 George Street who have 

asked that the information is circulated to the congregation. Ed. 

 

MINIMUM PRICING OF ALCOHOL:  

 why it matters and what you can do  
 

The Scottish Parliament is currently considering new legislation that contains far 

reaching proposals about the sale of alcohol. Some of the proposals, contained in 

the Bill, especially the proposal to introduce a minimum price for a unit of 

alcohol, are in line with principles supported by the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland consistently since 1983 and most recently in 2009.  

 

This proposal has attracted opposition from the Scotch Whisky Association as 

well as the main opposition parties. The Church and Society Council have 

produced campaign materials to support the minimum pricing proposals, the 

materials contain: 

 

Å  background information on the Alcohol Bill,  

Å  evidence to justify the proposals and  

Å  sample letters you can send to alcohol producers and your MSPs.  

 

These materials are available to download from the Church of Scotland website:  

 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/councils/churchsociety/csnews.htm  

 

For more information contact Irene Crosthwaite: 

email  icrosthwaite@cofscotland.org.uk            

tel:  0131 2402276 

 

Church of Scotland,  

121 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4YN,  

 

Charity Number: SC011353  
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ST GEORGEõS WEBSITE 

Our website continues to be developed further with more information and 
images to show some of the activities and events taking place in the 
Church. 

The following rotas can be seen on the web: 

* Intercessionary Prayer List 

* Deaconôs Rota 

* Presentation List and the Sound Rota 

You can reach the site at www.saint-georges.org.uk. Please e-mail any 
comments and articles to the website address as shown on the back cover 
of this magazine. 

Graeme Brown 
Technical Workgroup Convenor 

 

 

THE KESWICK CONVENTION  

This was so good we are definitely coming back next year.ò 

ñI wish Iôd known about this before.ò 

ñThereôs so-and-so, we met them last year.ò  

ñHello againéò 

Do phrases like this sound familiar to you? We often hear them at the 
Keswick Convention. We have used them ourselves. We are always eager 
to arrive and sorry to leave, and so are thousands of others! There is 
something going on there for you, whatever your age, from toddlers toé
well, their great grandparents. There is great music, great speakers, fun 
and games for the Kids, events for teenagers and for 19+ as well (they 
sometimes meet in Costa!) 

It takes place over three weeks. Visit for a day, a few days, a week or two, 
but please do visit. Taste it for yourself between 17 July and 6 August. 
There is a poster on the Notice board, leaflets to take away, try the 
Convention website or ask Anne Flint or Grace McBain for more info. 
Hope to see you there. 

                                                                                               Grace McBain  
 

http://www.saint-georges.org.uk
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CHRISTIAN AID LENTEN LUNCHES  

These will be held every Friday from 19 February to 26 March between 
12.00 and 1.30pm in St Johnôs Church Hall, Loversô Walk. The cost for 
admission is £2.50. 

There will be a gift and home baking stall and the lunch comprises 
homemade soup and a filled cheese roll, tea and coffee. Please try to 
come along as often as possible and help to raise money for Christian Aid 
Funds. 

St Georgeôs will be responsible for the catering on Friday March 26. This 
includes providing the soup, filling the rolls, serving and clearing up. 
Donations of soup will be required.  

If you could spare any cash this would be much appreciated to offset the 
cost of the necessary supplies. Please hand the money in at the Welcome 
Desk or give it to Graeme Brown or Nancy Marshall. 

Tickets will be available nearer the time at the information desk and also 
on sale at the event. 

 

 

PRAYER IN A TEACUP  

A nice cup of tea!  

How I relish its versatility. The way it restores and revives me in the morning, 

calms and comforts me as I prepare for bed, shared so easily with friends, 

consolingly familiar when Iôm alone, its warmth a constant blessing.  

And I take it all for granted, forgetting the miracle of growth and harvest,  

the painstaking labour that brings it to my cup, the way this everyday drink 

connects me to people all round the world.  

As I add water to my tea to release all its goodness, all its potential,  

so I pray for the splash of your living water in my life, Lord,  

releasing all I have to offer in your name.  

As I drink my tea, sweetened with your love, bless those for whom it is a 

livelihood, and stir up in me your thirst for justice. Amen  

Now, just let me put on the kettle....!  

                                (The prayer above is taken from Traidcraft Resources) 
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KIDS  CLUB  

The recent quiz that the Kids Club ran, raised a fantastic £426 towards the Hall 

Development Fund. A huge thank you to all those who supported us, in selling the 

quizzes and buying them.  A special thank you to Margaret Simpson who 

compiled the quiz. 

The winner was Mrs. M. Graham from Kettleholm near Lockerbie, and the teddy 

now has a new home with her granddaughter in Aberdeen. 

Below are printed the answers to the Toys and Games quiz. 

We hope you all enjoyed your trip down memory lane. 

                                                                  Lorraine Wilson and Shona Muir 

 

 

Answers to Quiz  
 

1.  Instructions to join two and two........................... .......Connect Four  

2.  Is this named after the Justice Minister......................Jack Straws 

3.  Multi-coloured spheres...............................................Marbles 

4.  A best friend to many girls!.........................................Solitaire 

5.  Recover quickly after set back....................................Rebound 

6.  Did you like the orange? I preferred mint...................Yo Yo 

7.  Exclusive power..........................................................Monopoly 

8.  You might do this if you had an itch ...........................Scrabble 

9.  Like life, it has its ups and downs...............................Snakes & Ladders 

10. This required keeping off lines...................................Hop Scotch 

11. Is this a symptom of vertigo.......................................Spinning Top 

12. Might her demise be in the upper area of house.......Old Maid 

13. May be the cause of torticollis....................................Draughts 

14. Ball dress for masqueraders......................................Dominoes 

15. String and smooth brown nut needed for this............Conkers 

16. Complete a full circuit before heading ñhomeò.......... Ludo 

17. Could this be an Eastern weekend residence?.........Chinese Chequers 

18. Twisted fibre used daily by a boxer...........................Skipping Rope 

19. Called for early 20th Century American President......Teddy Bear 

20. Response to knock on door.......................................ñWho Is It?ò 
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CONFERENCES 
1. Banking on Justice - Churches investing in a fairer future. 

 18 March  St Georgeôs West Church,  Edinburgh 

 

2. SRT @ 40 (Society, Religion and Technology Project) 

 Helping the church engage with ethical issues in science 

 1 March City Chambers, Edinburgh. 

 

       More information about these conferences can be found displayed    on 

the church noticeboard. 

Next Copy Date is  

21 March  

 

Articles are need for the April 

and May edition.   

                  Ed. 

March 27/28 

Clocks go forward  

   

BIG MENõS CLUB  
THE BIG QUIZ  

 

 

St Georgeôs Big Men are organising a multi-media General Knowledge 
Quiz, to be held in the Church Hall on Friday 26 March 2010 at 7.30pm. 

This promises to be a fun-filled night, so why not encourage your, family, 
friends or work colleagues to join you for this light-hearted social 
evening. 

Entries are now being taken, teams should consist of 3 or 4 people, cost 
is £10 per team, including supper. Entry forms are available now at the 
Information Desk with all profits going to the Hall Development Fund. 
        

  Kenny Simpson  

 


